SOUTHERN GOLDEN RETRIEVER SOCIETY

Championship Show – Sunday  22 February 2009

I would like to thank the Officers and Committee of the Southern, for their welcome and hospitality.  The quality was much stronger than last time I judged dogs and I was definitely spoilt for choice in many classes.  Front angulation and movement were much improved.  I did however find many dogs that had level bites and crooked teeth which must be considered when breeding. Temperament and cleanliness were superb.  My two CC winners were lessons in preparation, two different types of coat, but both  beautifully trimmed and presented.  

SPECIAL VETERAN DOG (4)  I always get very tearful when judging this class as it is so lovely to see these oldies enjoying their day out !    1st Porter’s SHEARSTONE THE PYE  One I have judged before and my opinion of him has not changed.  He is such a well balanced dog with a gorgeous soft expression and kind eye.  Lovely skull shape and length and depth of muzzle.  His angulation is balanced front and rear and is still well up on his pasterns and well muscled for his age.  2nd  Taylor’s SHAZELDON LOVE ME TENDER AT TANNADICE  another lovely gentlemen with gentle soft expression and good angulation all through, moves well with great enthusiasm, keeping his topline and tail carriage on the move.  3rd  Fanning’s  CH BRENSHAM NEWSFLASH.

VETERAN DOG (5)

1st Challenger-Fenn & Foster’s CHALKSVILLE MAJOR PURSUIT AT JANDEBURN  Could not believe this lad was now in veteran.  He has a lovely dark coat with paler feathering.  Lovely head and expression and twinkly eyes,  Super reach of neck into well angled shoulders.  Good  bone, straight front and lovely round tight feet.  Good topline and tail carriage.  Moved so soundly and at one with his handler.BVIS  2nd  Brown’s DAJUMIJA ROSSUN this dog always gives his handler a hard time, which is a shame as he often loses his outline, but nicely balanced throughout and when paying attention stands four square and moves with ease.  3rd Saxon’s SANSUE WILDBERRY

MINOR PUPPY (16/1)

This was a lovely class of babies who in the main, were exactly right for their age.  I was however, a little concerned at the heavy bone on some of them, and the incorrect eye shape on a couple.   1st  Bawden’s SHEARSTONE RENEGADE AT DARTHILL  this young man was just right, super head and expression, length of neck and well laid back shoulders.  Lovely bone and feet and beautifully presented and handled. Moved really steadily for one so young, should have an exciting future. 2nd Whitby’s LOUSELYN FIELD OF DREAMS AT CRISANSA  exactly at the right stage of growth. being slightly loose as you would expect, but had lovely angulation and well defined stifles, without exaggeration.  Lovely masculine head and kindly eye. Super rich gold colour which just shone under the lights.  A little loose in movement, but true.  Very happy lad who enjoyed his outing.   3rd  Fascione & Teague’s HAIRY MCCLARY AT GOLDREALM  

PUPPY (18/8)

1st  Rose’s  AZTECA APRIL QUEST    Lovely balanced mid gold boy, gorgeous head and melting expression.  Good bone without heaviness and super round cat-like feet.  Good spring of rib and short coupled.  Tailset and carriage were good and he did not fly his tail, unlike several in this class.  Does not always pay attention, but when standing four square presents a lovely picture.   2nd  Bawden’s  SHEARSTONE RENEGADE AT DARTHILL

3rd  Goddard’s  TREBETTYN TOP GUN

JUNIOR (14/3)  

1st  Loach & Loverock’s  PUTJADE PICK POCKET   Lovely upstanding boy of good proportions, lovely head and expression,  Lovely reach of neck into well laid shoulders and equal length of upper arm, allowing his front legs to be well underneath him.  Good spring of rib and level strong topline.  Short in the couplings and well defined stifles.  Giving his handler a hard time on the move, but he covers the ground with such ease. 

2nd  Dymond’s OAKLINS COMMANDER IN CHIEF  - I liked this boy very much, has all the right angulation, which is somewhat hidden under such a profuse coat – much missed these days – his neck is of good length,  Level topline and strong rear quarters.  Moves well when he gets going and covers the ground with ease.  Shame he did not come into his subsequent class !  3rd  Fleet’s  EASTBURY WITH ATTITUDE

YEARLING (16)

1st   Morss’  XANTHOS ESPIONAGE JW  very taken with this lovely young dog, still has a lot of maturing to do, but has all the essentials of an upstanding, balanced quality boy.  He has a soft expression and lovely dark eye.  Super flowing neck and well angulated shoulders,  good depth of body and well sprung ribs.  Short coupled and strong rear quarters, having well defined stifles without being over-angulated.  Short hocks and very tidy feet.  Moves with ease and purpose, I  just loved his head carriage and flowing movement.  I am sure this boy is destined for the top drawer.    2nd  Endean & Towers’ CHLODYL RODNEY   Very close to winner, with equally  well angulated shoulders and rear quarters, in good muscular condition.   Lovely head and dark pigment, level topline and good tailset .  In goof coat and condition moves so well.    3rd  Frankland-Mace & Mace’s  PURBARN PERSISTENT DRIZZLE

MAIDEN (13/5)

1st  Rose’s  AZTECA APRIL QUEST  2nd Ord’s  PANDREFT YANKEE DOODLE

This is a very honest dog, that you really need to get your hands on to appreciate his qualities.  Nicely balanced, well off for bone, nice feet and pasterns.  Just needs time to fill his larger frame.  Nicely presented and handled.  3rd  Fleet’s  EASTBURY WITH ATTITUDE
NOVICE (19/6)

1st  Williams’ SHANNONSTYLE SIR STUART  Liked this well balanced dog in good coat and condition, lovely front angles and strong rear quarters.  Moved with drive and long strides.  Good tailset and carriage.  2nd   Rose’s  AZTECA APRIL QUEST

3rd  Ord’s  PANDREFT YANKEE DOODLE

UNDERGRAD (13/2)

1st  Rycroft’ TENFIELD SEA PATROL  2nd  Fenn & Tregaskis’ CHALKSVILLE CHECKMATE OF STEVAL  These two were very equally matched for type, and  were lovely examples of our breed.  Rich deep golden coats and dark eyes of correct shape.  Super heads and soft expressions,  deep and square in muzzle and good reach of neck into well laid shoulders.  Both were short coupled and had well defined stifles and short neat hocks.   Just felt 1 was slightly cleaner in neck, but a very close decision between two lovely boys.   3rd Grigg’s MULFIELD MARVELLOUS

GRADUATE ((15/4)

1st Barrow & Jenkins’ XANTHOS BILBO BAGGINS AT RANNALEROCH 

Lovely mid gold boy so beautifully balanced.  Good head with a broad skull, but not in the least bit coarse.  Super bone and straight front with nice round feet and upright pasterns.  Good depth of chest and well sprung ribs.  Showing with a happy wagging tail and moves so well.  2nd  Swatton’s  SUNTIDE CERSIDIUM  This young dog is finally filling his frame and covering his loin.  Layback of shoulder is good, level topline, short back  and good rear quarters.  Well muscled and moved well, nicely presented and handled.

3rd  Fanning’s JEMSTY SPECIAL EDITION

POST GRAD (20/1)

1st  Merrick’s STORMERICK DON SEBASTIAN  really liked this boy when I judged him as a puppy and pleased to see he is realising his early promise, so balanced and well angulated without excess.  Has a gorgeous full deep gold coat which was in super condition and trimmed to perfection.  His head is so well proportioned and has a melting expression.  He moves with ease and purpose, at one with his handler.  One I would love to own.  2nd  Hennessy’s PEARLBARN PELE WITH RITZILYN   Different in type and much larger in frame, but equally balanced being slightly longer caste, but length of leg to match.  His head is a little strong for my preference but with a kind eye. His angulation  is superb, just needs maturity which will come.  Moves with good head and tail carriage.  3rd  Zingg’s RAYLEAS VALENTINO

MINOR LIMIT (11/3)

1st Whitby’s CRISANSA A PERFECT STORM    Beautiful dog in outstanding coat and condition.  I loved this boy for his gorgeous head and kind expression,  super dark eye and pigment.  Lovely reachy neck into well laid shoulders.  Good bone and straight front, legs well under his body.  Good fore-chest and depth of body and well sprung ribs.  Super strong topline and tail running straight off the back.  His rear quarters are textbook, not being too angulated and in line with the base of his tail.  He was well muscled and his short neat hocks, meant he could move effortlessly around the ring.   His presentation was superb. Res CC   2nd  Woodcock’s STANROPH SO WHAT WILL BE (AI)   lovely balanced boy with great front angulation and short in the coupling.  Lovely head and expression,  straight front, good bone and nicely rounded feet.  Well covered across the loin and good second thigh.  Just tended to  lose his topline on the move.  3rd  Swatton’s SUNTIDE WILLOW

LIMIT (12/3)

1st  Greenwood’s  TELKARO  FIRST LOOK JW    this dog caught my eye the minute he came into the ring. He is not a large dog but superbly balanced and has that something extra that shouts quality ! Every time I looked at him, he was standing four-square, head up and wagging his tail.  In full glorious wavy blonde coat, beautifully trimmed to enhance his super angulation. He has an extremely soft expression and good skull shape, with a lovely square deep muzzle.  The flow from the back of his head down into his shoulders is lovely.  Not overdone in bone, straight front and nicely rounded feet, well up on his pasterns.  Well sprung ribs and correct length of coupling.  He is well covered across the loin, his tail comes off the back  and is carried level when on the move.  He has strong rear quarters, good width of second thigh  and well defined stifles without being over angulated.  Carrying the correct amount of weight, which enabled him to move with drive and purpose.  His head carriage and easy stride made him a joy to watch on the move.  Very privileged to award him the CC 2nd  Frankland-Mace & Mace’s PURBARN HAIL IN THE STORM  lovely rich gold coated boy, who is always presented beautifully.  Lovely gentle head and kind eye.  He has a lovely reach of neck into well laid shoulders.  Solid topline and strong well muscled rear quarters.  Moves so easily, at one with his handler.  3rd  Jackson-Haines’ CHARAMESE ROAD RUNNER TO LEIGHSHAM JW

OPEN (10/3)

1st  Zubair & Strand’s SWE CH FLOPRYM RIVALDO (Imp Swe)  Compact, mature pale gold boy who is so nicely proportioned.  Lovely head and kind expression.  Good angulation throughout, tight elbows, level topline and short in the back, with good width of rear quarters and short neat hocks.  Moves so well.  2nd  Hennessy’s RITZILYN PASADENA   Much larger framed boy in full coat and lovely condition.  Nice head with  kind eye and expression.  His angulation is text book and was in good muscular condition, which allowed him to move with long  reaching strides and cover the ground with ease. Very happy with waggy tail.   3rd  Andrews’ CH CATCOMBE CORBLIMEY

SPECIAL WORKING (3/2)

1st  Fanning’s BRENSHAM OBSERVER  Beautifully balanced dark coated boy.  Well developed body and depth of chest.  Well sprung ribs and short in the coupling.  Lovely bone and straight front,  cat like round feet and tight pasterns.  In super hard condition allowing him easy movement around the ring.  Nicely presented and handled.

SPECIAL OPEN (6/2)

1st  Andrews’ CH CATCOMBE COCK A DOODLE DOO   well matured dog who thoroughly deserves his title.  So well put together throughout and in tip top muscular condition.  Covers the ground with long strides and ease.  2nd  Fanning’s JEMSTY SPECIAL EDITION  third in a lovely graduate class, well balanced with good  angulation throughout.  Gentle masculine head with dark eye.  Strong rear quarters which gives him good drive, can lose his topline on the move.  3rd  Hartgill’s EBBLEDOWN SUNDANCE 
JUDGE  Barbara Mills

