GOLDEN RETRIEVER BREED COUNCIL


From:   Mike Starkey, Head Molecular Oncology, Animal Health Trust

Re:
Sample ‘wish list’ for 
Cancer research projects
The current figures are as follows:

Mast cell tumour project 

(AHT, Kennel Club Charitable Trust funded):

Target: Samples from 100 affected dogs and

100 unaffected dogs (that are aged 6 or above and have never had any form of cancer)
Collected: 65 blood/cheek samples from affected dogs*

Approximately 25 blood/cheek samples from unaffected dogs

*We still urgently need to collect many more 20-25 samples from dogs that had grade III mast cell tumours (that possibly spread to internal organs), in order to enable us to investigate whether some Golden Retrievers have inherited genetic defects that increase their risk of developing metastatic mast cell tumours.

Melanoma project 

(Consortium of 6 groups including AHT, European Union-funded LUPA project)

Target (recently revised): Samples from 50 affected dogs and

50 unaffected dogs (that are aged 6 or above and have never had any form of cancer)
Collected: 24 blood/cheek samples from affected dogs

More than 50 blood/cheek samples from unaffected dogs

Soft tissue sarcoma project 

(Consortium of 6 groups including AHT, European Union-funded LUPA project)

Target (recently revised): Samples from 150 affected dogs and

150 unaffected dogs (that are aged 6 or above and have never had any form of cancer)
Collected: 46 blood/cheek samples from affected dogs

More than 30 blood/cheek samples from unaffected dogs

Please also note:  
1. the priorities are for samples for the MCT project; and from dogs (aged 7 or above) who don’t have/haven’t had any type of cancer.
2. as swabs must be collected at least two hours after a dog has last eaten to avoid food particles adhering to the brush, it can be difficult to collect samples on the day of shows.

3. Mike will be present at Crufts on the AHT stand in the KC Health Zone on the first day: his colleague, Lisa Jeffery, will be attending Crufts on Gundog day/Sunday
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