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HEALTH ISSUES IN THE GOLDEN RETRIEVER

As you are no doubt already aware, I was appointed Breed Health Coordinator by the Breed Council in May 2009. For those who do not know me, I have been involved in the breed since 1974 and have been breeding since 1979, under the prefix “AMIRENE”.  I have always had a great interest in genetics, and all hereditary and health matters involving our lovely breed. 

The Breed Council, in October in 2009 gave approval for a Health Sub Committee to be formed.  Each Golden Retriever Breed Club nominated a representative and the first Health Sub Committee meeting took place at the  Kennel Club on 18th January 2010. The meeting was very positive and productive and I am very confident and optimistic for the future. 

Amongst other health issues, Ectopic Ureter and Epilepsy were discussed and it was agreed that further data would be collected in respect of each condition, as very little reliable data is currently held.

It is part of my role to collect data and I am asking for your help. All information will be treated with the strictest confidence.  The sole aim of collecting data is to establish the prevalence within the breed in order to prioritise and plan the way forward.  If you have any information which could help in any of these conditions would you please contact me either by phone, letter or email. 
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