SGRS MEMBERS’ NEWS SHEET
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Welcome to your latest NEWS SHEET.  
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	Pease browse the SGRS website to keep up to date with all club events. 

http://www.southerngoldenretriever.com/show1.html#event 


	


	Many of you will know that the Society has a Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/SouthernGoldenRetrieverSociety
We would love to have members celebrate major or interesting successes with their dogs.  

Please contact Sue Ashley ashley258@btinternet.com if you have any interesting news and photos to share.



	STEWARDING AT BREED SHOWS

The SGRS are always willing to have novice Stewards at any of our Breed Shows, especially now that it is an early requirement for progression as  an aspiring Judge under the new JCF requirements.  If you would like to  volunteer for any of our shows, then please contact Jan Wilton:      vallhund@btopenworld.com 




	SUPPORTED ENTRY BREED CLASSES AT GROUP OPEN SHOWS
The new Judges Competency Framework process requires that Breed clubs support breed classes at general and group Open Shows every year by nominating judges  and encouraging entries so that the judge gets a good entry.   Please put the following show in your diaries for a supported entry.
Guildford DCS

8th Dec
Ardingly

Ian Briggs
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Special Puppy, Veteran, Novice & Open Working Test

Sunday 28th July

	Schedules and entry forms can now be downloaded from:

http://www.southerngoldenretriever.com/show1.html#working
CLOSES Friday 19th July 2019
or contact Ray Gait for details      ray.gait@hotmail.com
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO COME ALONG AND HELP OUT WITH SOME OF THE VARIOUS ROLES AT A WORKING TEST, PLEASE CONTACT RAY GAIT
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Charity Fund Raising Concert  Saturday 5th October

Medical Detection Dogs
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SGRS Member Stewart Weller is arranging a fund raising concert for MDD

with music from Jason Lee (saw him last year – excellent!) and the famous ABBA tribute group Abbalicious. The concert takes place at Saltwood Village Hall near Hythe, Kent and tickets are just £15 each and will be in short supply. Bring along you own favourite tipple and a plate of food to share with friends. 
This will be a great night out.
Contact Stewart on 07976 715533 to book your tickets.




	   GLAUCOMA
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	The British Veterinary Association has confirmed that Primary Glaucoma should be added to Schedule A of the BVA/KC/ISDS Eye Scheme for Golden Retrievers.  If this occurs (perhaps as early as 2020), it will mean that it will become a compulsory test repeated every 3 years rather than the current voluntary, advisory test.  

There is now undeniable evidence that such testing will be the necessary tool for disease control of this painful and blinding condition until a DNA test is discovered. 

The BVA have given assurance that there will be full consultation and discussion with the Kennel Club and Breed Clubs via the Breed Council before any final decisions are reached based on current findings.   SGRS members will be kept up-to-date as and when any further information is available.

Until then, breeders should be encouraged to begin routinely testing their breeding stock. The Breed Council’s Health Rep, Margaret Woods (margaret.woods6@outlook.com) would appreciate receiving data on any Golden Retrievers which present with any indications of the disease so that statistics can be added to a planned breed database.  
Even pet owners can contribute to the database, if sadly your pet is suspected of having this condition after a visit to your local Vet (this data never routinely gets recorded with the BVA).  Please contact Margaret Woods directly with any findings.
Further information about the eye scheme can be found via the following link.

https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/services/public/glossary/screening-scheme.aspx?id=BVA%2FKC%2FISDS+Gonioscopy&ReturnUrl=%2Fservices%2Fpublic%2Fglossary%2Fscreening-all.aspx
https://www.bva.co.uk/Canine-Health-Schemes/Eye-scheme/



	Golden Retriever

Rescue
http://southerngoldenretrieverrescue.org.uk 
The SGR Society Committee has kindly invited the Trustees of SGR Rescue to write this article for the e-newsletter. The Society membership will have changed over the years and this gives us the opportunity to increase our exposure to newer members and update those who know us.

SGR Rescue (now the Charity) was formed in 1979 when the SGR Society Committee Members decided there was a need for a service to find new homes for Golden Retrievers whose owners, for various reasons, were no longer able to keep them. This service was run by a sub-committee of the Society. In 2003 SGR Rescue became a registered charity, independent from but closely linked to the Society.  Our mandate is as follows:

‘Where the breed of dog known as Golden Retrievers are abandoned or unwanted or the dogs can no longer be cared for at their present homes to re-home the Golden Retrievers to ensure their future wellbeing and where possible to keep in contact with them for the duration of their lives’.

We currently have seven Trustees. The day to day activities of the Charity are undertaken by volunteers known as ‘co-ordinators’ they are the point of contact to the general public for both those who need to rehome a dog and those willing to offer a new home. They in turn utilise other volunteers to assist them. We cover a large area including Kent, South London, East & West Sussex, Surrey and Hampshire.

Since the Charity’s formation we have been funded by donations and 
have received significant bequests and funds ‘in memory of’. In addition, the Society has very kindly donated funds received from the ‘Fun Day’ and former Rescue volunteers have held car boot sales and coffee 
mornings to raise funds.

The funds received provided large reserves that allowed the Charity to ‘Underwrite’ dogs with existing medical conditions for its life. This is a huge benefit as it allows us to find good homes with people who would struggle to be able to fund the ongoing medical expenses. Not all ‘Rescue’ Charities undertake this.

As the number of dogs coming into the Charity with pre-existing medical conditions increased, it became necessary to separate the Charity funds into 2 distinct buckets. 

Bucket one, was funds set aside for all dogs already taken into the Charity with pre-existing medical conditions, where these conditions had been ‘underwritten’ by the Charity. This became known as the Medical Support Fund (MSF). The funds in this bucket at any point in time, is an estimate of how much money is needed to support these dogs for the rest of their lives. At the end of 2018, the estimated amount of funds in this bucket was about £62,500.
Bucket two, therefore, was all remaining funds available (Available Funds).
So, in future, whenever a new dog comes into the Charity with a pre-existing medical condition, an estimate is made of how much is needed to support this dog for its lifetime, and that amount of money is moved from Available Funds into the MSF. Likewise, if a dog the Charity is supporting dies, funds may move in the opposite direction. 
The reality is that many of the dogs coming into Charity either have medical problems or behavioural issues. This, combined with the significant increase in veterinary fees and the onset of the ‘super vets’ means those large reserves the Charity had, only a few years 
ago, may very quickly be depleted, meaning the Charity will become limited in its underwriting capacity.

Although the number of dogs coming into the Charity is significantly reduced from the 2000’s the number who have medical problems or behavioural issues is over half of the yearly total.

In the last five years to 31st December 2018 we have spent over £100,000 in veterinary expenses.

The Trustees unanimously appreciate, in view of the financial factors set out above, planning is required to ensure continued funding of the MSF for dogs with existing medical conditions, which will come into Rescue in the future.

Since March this year we have taken a greater profile at the Fun Day and actively promoted fund raising, held a ‘Rolling Raffle’ with a prize of a painting of the winner’s dog(s) by a professional artist and set up a donate button on our Rescue web page www.southerngoldenretrieverrescue.org.uk.

Rescue is grateful to have benefited from 50% of the funds raised by the Society at the Fun Day. 
However, along with our own fund raising we still need bequests, donations, other financial streams in order that the Charity continues to ensure we have sufficient funds to meet our future financial commitments and continue our work for the less fortunate dogs of the breed we all love.
Thank-you     RAY ELSEY               ray.elsey@btinternet.com 
If you would like further information about making bequests or donations, please contact Ray Elsey


	          INTER CLUB WORKING TEST   -  Sunday 23rd June


	Sue Jordan and Inca.  Novice 
Jan McIlwraith and Elsa. Novice
Sue Jackson and Angus. Open
Chrissie Thomas and Denzil. Open
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	After a rushed day we arrived at our B&B in Uley around 10 minutes before the welcome dinner hosted by Midland GRC was due to 
start!! We arrived late but were welcomed warmly and had a lovely meal with many Interclub competitors. 
We woke up on the Sunday looking forward to the day ahead. On arrival we were greeted with a bacon roll, drinks and lots of old friends to catch up with. 
The first test was a drive for our team - many dummies were thrown behind a large wall of bracken, all but one was picked up then we had to collect 4 blind dummies [ away from the drive] after these were picked there would be a bonus for one dog to go through the bracken and pick the remaining drive dummy. 
Our next test was for 1 Novice and 1 Open at a time - Novice had a mark across the track and the Open had a blind past this way down the track. 
Test 3 was a slog up the hill !! A mark for the Open up a steep hill and a blind for the Novice down a track in some brashings. 
Test 4 took us to an open field where the Novices had a mark in front and the Open a long mark to the left. This was another bonus round where 1 dog had to find a blind to the right of where the marks were.
Our 5th test was a water test. Novices mark across the water. Opens blind across the water and to the left. 
Our last test (6th) was a walk up all marks Novices shorter than the Open retrieves. 
Ater6 tests everyone was ready for the fabulous BBQ that the club had put on. Before the scores there was a parade of competing dogs which was won by Kaliture Rooster and Andy Fisher who also was Top Open Dog. Anna Wagland and Funnyline Fieldquest Knockandhu was Top Novice. Thank you SGRS for giving me and my fellow competitors this opportunity to compete, it was an honour. 
1st GRC  2nd SWGRC  3rd GRC of Northumbria and 4th NGRA. 

report by Sue Jordan (Team Captain)
More photos will be on the website shortly.
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	Help Required

for

DISCOVER DOGS

	We take it for granted that everyone knows what this event is -
Discover Dogs Is London’s largest indoor dog event and welcomes over 34,000 visitors and 3,000 dogs over the two days of this annual show organised by The Kennel Club. It will be held at ExCel on 12th and 13th October 2019. 
It’s a fantastic opportunity for visitors to meet, greet and discover over 200 different breeds of dogs, and learn all about the distinctive personalities, traits and looks of each breed. 
That is where you come in.  As members of SGRS we know our dogs and the time and care that is required to bring a puppy into our homes and cross all the hurdles in making that small ball of fluff that 
Grows into a 33-35kg ball of fur into members of our families.

Our aim is to talk about that role, the highs, the lows and the costs, so anyone considering getting a Golden Retriever has a clear insight into what’s involved.

Last year our stand was as popular as ever.  People arrived as soon as the doors were open until the time the doors were closing.

It’s tiring I won’t lie, as you are bombarded with questions all day but so rewarding talking to couples/families who are serious about getting a new member of their family and knowing you have helped in that decision.  
If you and your dog can spare a morning/afternoon on the above dates, that would be very much appreciated.  It allows everyone, two-legged and four-legged to have a break.  There is a large cage area on the stand where dogs can be seen but left alone while we talk with visitors.


	

	Parking tickets and a food/drink  vouchers will be provided.  It's a 
great and rewarding weekend.
If you can help , contact     trevorhartley1@me.com
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	SGRS FUN DAY 
The SGRS Fun Day, raising funds for Medical Detection Dogs and SGR Rescue, was held for the second year running at Horton Kirby

	and South Darenth Village Hall and Heathside Field on Sunday 26th May. and it was a record breaking day!  The turnout of people with Goldens and other breeds was greater than previous years.
All the Fun and AV Classes, organised by Mandy Pett, stewarded by Valerie Hogg and judged by Hazel Evans were well supported and did really well. All the ‘Have a Go’ activities were busy all day as were the BBQ, Raffle, Bric-a-Brac, and the Café. 

The Rescue Parade and Display Team were highlights of the day as was the finale, the Steeplechase! 

At the end of the day we were able to announce that the Society activities had raised a record £3236 – to be divided equally between MDD and SGR Rescue.  

As usual, the success of these days relies heavily on around 50 or so volunteers giving up their time to help organise, set up and run everything for our SGRS members and visitors to enjoy a great day out with their dogs.  Organiser David Wimsett thanks everyone who ‘offers’ to be involved!       


	Sponsored Walk to raise funds for MDD
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Sunday 29th September at Lullingstone Country Park
A sponsored walk has once again been arranged. Although it’s mainly Goldens and their handlers who support the day, it is open to other breeds of well-behaved dogs!  
The walk is all ‘on lead’ and those taking part are encouraged to enlist sponsorship from family, friends, work colleagues, neighbours – the list could be endless!
The poster below gives all the details, so if you would like to come along on the day and walk in the beautiful countryside at Lullingstone, contact me, David Wimsett, for an entry form and sponsorship form. It’s for a great cause and I hope SGRS members will support the day.

Why not print off the flyer and pin it on a local notice board.
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David Wimsett also has two adult and two children entry tickets available for the beautiful Leeds Castle – that can be used throughout the year on as many trips that you can manage! 

Car parking there is free, so if anyone fancies this Family package and is prepared to offer £50 (usually £76), which will all go to Medical Detection Dogs, contact David on 01732 822954 asap. 
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IN SUPPORT OF THE SOCIETY’S CHARITY FOR 2019 MEDICAL DETECTION DOGS (registered charity No. 1124553)

SUNDAY 29th SEPTEMBER 2019

Come and enjoy a 5.76 kilometre (3.6 mile) walk with your dog(s) ** in

LULLINGSTONE COUNTRY PARK

Starting at Lullingstone Park Golf Club from 11.00am
(Parkgate Road, Chelsfield, Kent BR6 7PX — follow SGRS signs from exit 4 of M25)
® SGRS Members and Non-Members with any breed may take part.

- s> SOUTHERN GOLDEN RETRIEVER SOCIETY ¢
‘.;- =
ﬁ] L‘T et

e Handlers on their own should have no more than two dogs each.
* Family and friends of handlers welcome to join in free of charge.

e Dogs must be kept on lead at all times (no extendable leads please).

*% A shorter walk of 0.6 miles (approx. 1 km) checkingin at 12.15pm and starting at
12.45pm from the Golf Club has been arranged for those with puppies or veteran dogs, or
those who feel unable to tackle the full walk. Before entering this, please discuss with
Sue Ashley on 01732 846471 or email :- ashley258@btinternet.com

An entry form for either the Long or Short walk, and Sponsorship forms to help

you raise money for the Charity, can be sent to you for downloading by emailing
david-wimsettl@hotmail.co.uk

Entry of £5 per person handling dog(s) payable in advance with the Entry Form.
(cheques made payable to S.G.R.S please)

e Softdrinks, water and bananas will be available at the half way point (Lullingstone Park Visitors Centre)
Other refreshments can be bought at the Golf Club and the Visitors Centre, and there is a picnic area at the
Visitors Centre which can be used to eat your own pre-packed snacks.

* Dogwaste bagswill be available ‘enroute’.

* The Organisers will take all reasonable precautions to ensure the safety of the dogs and handlers. However,
handlers should take care to ensure their own safety and that of their dogs and should follow all
instructions given to them on the day by the Organisers and Stewards.

e More details, including a Risk Assessment and Health & Safety statement, can be viewed in due course

onthe SGRS Website www.southerngoldenretriever.com — see members page,
and on the Sodety’s Facebook page at SouthernGolden Retriever Society.

Come along and enjoy the company and the
spendour of Lullingstone Country Park





JULY2019 
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