Southern Golden Retriever Society
May 2nd 2026
I very much appreciate the kind invitation to judge the Special Award classes at the SGRS Championship show, their hospitality was gratefully received on a very warm May day. I’d like to thank all exhibitors for their entries and for giving me the opportunity to go over their beautiful dogs. It was, at times, difficult to make a final decision as there were so many dogs I liked and only five places! A special thank you goes to Ness Searles for her excellent stewarding and for keeping the ring running smoothly.
Special Award Puppy Dog or Bitch 10 (3)
1. Cowper’s Laurenley Lady Mary for Garmoran
An eight and a half month cream bitch. She had a sweet, feminine head with dark eye and pigment. Good length and reach of neck, well laid back shoulder and corresponding return of upper arm. A level topline, held on the move, and good tailset. Nice bone and good angulation front and rear. This was evident whilst moving around the ring with good reach and drive – she sparkled. It was a complete contrast to the stack where she could have been shown to much better effect and I hope to see an improvement in this area in future. A happy little girl, enjoying her day out.
2. Weeks’ and Brown’s Sylahra You Are My Sunshine
Another happy girl of almost one year old. Beautiful cream coat, she has a pretty head and gentle expression with dark eye and pigment. Slightly more compact than 1 she has well laid back shoulders but possibly a tiny bit shorter on the return. Nevertheless she moved confidently with good reach and drive. Short coupled. Nice rear angulation and a level topline held on the move. Excellent bone and lovely neat feet complete the picture. It was a very close call between the two and on another occasion placings could easily be the other way round.

Special Award Graduate Dog or Bitch 18 (9)
1. Jayakumar and Rajendran’s Zenevieva Bolder Than Brass (IKC)
This young gentleman caught my eye immediately as he entered the ring. He commands attention and is a striking exhibit. At two and a half, he has the substance and appearance one expects of a male golden. He has a masculine head, without being coarse. Dark eyes and great pigment an a super, appealing expression. In terms of construction I found him to be well angulated front and rear. Good depth of chest and well sprung ribs, short coupled. With lovely bone he stood four square on neat compact feet. On the move he covered the ground with ease, powering round with style and enthusiasm.

2. Smith’s Goldmarker Luminora JW
Pretty little dark gold bitch of two and a half years. I have been over this young lady before and found her to be well constructed and balanced. Super sweet expression with dark eye and pigment. She has good length and reach of neck leading to a level topline and a correct tail set. Good depth of chest and spring of rib, short coupled and everything in proportion. Nicely boned, she stood four square. On the move I thought she floated around the ring with good reach and drive. She seems to have gained confidence since our last encounter and felt she outdid her brother on this occasion.

Special Award Open Dog or Bitch 10 (5)
1. Middleton-Collins’ Berrymeade A Fool in Love of Jasperleigh JW
Three year old handsome young man with a masculine head and sweet expression without being ‘girly’. He has great bone and is well angulated front and rear. Strong neck with good length and reach leading to well laid back shoulders, deep chest with well sprung ribs and short coupling. He moved round the ring, maintaining a level topline, with style, covering the ground with powerfully and with ease. My only reservation pertains to tail carriage, but in a mixed gender class I can see how this might happen. 
2. Bufton’s Phoslas Polly Flinders
A six year old pale cream girl. Beautiful, elegant lady whose demeanour and appearance belie her age. She is compact, well proportioned and balanced. A good layback of shoulder enabled her to really reach as she moved around the ring. Sweet, feminine head with the necessary dark eye and pigment precede a good length and reach of neck, level topline and corresponding tailset. Neat paws and well boned legs complete the picture. Presented in beautiful condition. I felt she wasn’t necessarily co-operating 100% today but she was certainly enjoying herself!
Jane Booth.


